
 
 

 

HUM 2310: Mythology 
FALL 2022 (RTV [class meets via Zoom]) 

 

“Learn everything; you will see afterwards that nothing is superfluous.” 
-Hugh of St. Victor (12th-century) 

 

Instructor: Dr. George Brooks 

Telephone: (407) 582-2721 

E-Mail: gbrooks@valenciacollege.edu 

Class Meetings: Thursday evenings [7 PM – 9:45 PM] via Zoom 

Office & Hours: 1-115A~T/R: 1-2; ONLINE (daily except Saturdays); Zoom appointments by request 
 

Course Description: This course examines the myths of world cultures as expressed in art and literature.  

Using a variety of analytical methods such as psychological, anthropological, and literary, students 

examine myths to determine the universality of various symbols and engage in the intellectual life of 

ancient humanity before the rise of rational philosophy and science.  The course is global in scope with 

emphasis placed on the Greco-Roman myths that have significantly influenced Western art and literature. 
 

 Essential to the successful completion of this course are (1) careful reading of all assigned material 

before the class in which it will be discussed; (2) readiness to participate in class discussion, or at least 

listening and reflecting upon what is being discussed whether it is me or one of your classmates who is 

speaking; (3) genuine effort on writing assignments and the desire to improve your ability at 

communicating your insights through the written and spoken word.  This course meets the Gordon Rule 

requirement (multiple examples of assessed, college-level writing). 
 

 

Course Prerequisites: ENC 1101 (Freshman Composition I) or 1101H, with a grade of “C” or better 
 

Required Text:  World Mythology, ed. Roy Willis (see note at end of syllabus concerning the text) 

 (This is the only required text for the course—all else is OER and provided free) 
 

Suggested Text: The Well-Tempered Sentence, by Karen Elizabeth Gordon (optional, e-shop) 

 

Grading: Students will be evaluated in the following manner: 
 

➢ Three major exams: part essay, part objective, including the final exam which is not 

cumulative and counts the same as the other two: 20% each for 60%. 
 

➢ Two research-assisted essays (700-1200 words): 10% & 15% each for 25% 
 

➢ Class participation, quizzes, study guides: 15%. 

 

All work in the course, and the final grade, will be assessed according to the following scale: 

 

 A: 90-100 B: 80-89 C: 60-79 D: 50-59 F: 0-49 

 

         Note the good news here!  

mailto:gbrooks@valenciacollege.edu


Coursework: This course will require the student to write critical essays derived from their analysis of 

and reflection upon primary source material. You will have the opportunity to further develop and refine 

the writing skills acquired in Comp I. Students can expect to spend two hours outside of class, in reading 

and written assignments, for every hour spent in class. Class time will consist of lecture, art, music, 

discussion, and collaborative learning assignments. Students will need to familiarize themselves with the 

library and basic research skills, as well as make periodic visits to the library to research assignments. 

NB: Mythology is a challenging special topics course—it is a rigorous academic study for serious 

students, not the "easy way” to get a humanities credit.  

Attendance/Withdrawal Policy: Many studies have shown that college success is directly related to class 

attendance.  As college students, you are expected to value your education and make every effort to attend 

all classes.  Attendance is taken daily and students who withdraw or fail the course will have their last day 

of attendance reported, which can have consequences for financial aid.  Attendance records are kept for 

three years and subject to audit by any official outside agency that requests them.  I do not penalize 

students for absences, as I don’t need to: excessive absences invariably result in diminished classroom 

performance and students will accept the consequences of their decisions.  Please do not call or email me 

to tell me you will be absent—I am not here to monitor that, nor do you need to explain your personal 

circumstances to me.  However, do not come to me the next class, or email me later, and ask “what did I 

miss?”  I am paid to be your professor, not your personal secretary.  Should you miss class, the correct 

procedure is to contact a classmate before you return and have them teach you what you missed.  Then, if 

you have a specific question, I will be delighted to meet with you and discuss it.  Students should be aware 

of the withdrawal deadline and withdraw themselves if you cannot complete the course.  For severe 

medical conditions that result in excessive absences, consult the Dean of Students concerning Valencia’s 

medical withdrawal policy.  International students and students receiving financial aid should be aware of 

how a “W” will affect their status.  
 

http://international.valenciacollege.edu/current-students/maintaining-visa-status/ 

  

Classroom Behavior: Valencia College is dedicated to promoting honorable personal and social conduct, 

and the cultivation of professionalism. By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes responsibility for 

knowing and abiding by the rules articulated in the Student Code of Conduct (6Hx28:10-03). Students 

who engage in activities that are disruptive to the learning environment will be sent to the Dean of Students 

for disciplinary action. The following list, though not exhaustive, includes things which are disruptive to 

the learning environment: preparing homework for other courses during class, engaging in private 

conversations with classmates while class is in session, excessive tardiness, leaving and re-entering 

the classroom while the class is in session.  Furthermore, the use of any electronic devices, including 

laptop computers, is strictly forbidden during class (students with OSD documentation are the only 

exception).  Students must deactivate all cellular telephones and noise-making electronics before entering 

the classroom. 

 

~ IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO TEXT-MESSAGE DURING CLASS ~ 

 

Mask Policy and CDC Physical Distancing Guidelines: The health and safety of everyone at the 

college is our top priority. Therefore, anyone attending the class is expected to wear masks indoors and 

maintain physical distancing. If you do not have a mask, the college will provide one for you. You may 

find it helpful to refer to current research on the importance of masking for public safety. Feel free to 

check out the CDC guidelines on masking, located at this link. 

 

 

http://international.valenciacollege.edu/current-students/maintaining-visa-status/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


COVID-19 Wellness, Reporting, and Support: If you find yourself feeling unwell and suspect you 

might be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, test positive for COVID-19, or have been in close 

contact with someone who has the COVID-19 virus, please stay home. Please also report this to 

Valencia’s COVID-19 case manager Tanya Mahan, at COVIDillness@valenciacollege.edu, so the 

College can determine how to best support you.  If you are unable to participate in the course due to 

illness, family emergency, etc., please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan 

for the best course of action.   In the case of a prolonged online absence of one week or more, you and I 

will meet to discuss options and determine your ability to continue in the course. 

 

Make-up Policies: Due to the unique nature of the Covid-19 pandemic, rules that would normally govern 

due dates are largely suspended.  The exams will be given partly in class and partly via Canvas (details 

later).  The Testing Center (where I would normally have you take the exams with unlimited time) is not 

available for general use but only for make-up exams with a documented excuse and for OSD students.  

Due dates for assignments still hold—my standard procedure is to accept late work for half credit up to 

one week after the due date, and not beyond.  In the case of severe Covid, communicate with the professor 

so that we may work out a plan for you to complete missed work.  Quizzes given in class are not able to 

be made up later, but you do get to drop your lowest grade so don’t fret if you miss (or bomb) one of them.  

Other situations will be dealt with as they arise in accordance with Valencia principles of fairness, 

compassion, and the desire to remove barriers to education.  In short, just talk to me, and if you can do the 

work, we will get you through. 

 

~ ALL ESSAYS MUST BE TURNED IN AND RECEIVE A GRADE 

 TO FULFILL THE GORDON RULE REQUIREMENT ~ 

 

Food/Housing Insecurity: Students who have difficulty accessing sufficient food or who lack a safe and 

stable place to live and believe this may affect his or her performance in the course is urged to meet with 

a Counselor in the Advising Center for information about resources that may be available from the 

college or community.  Be aware that Valencia East Campus has a food pantry located in the Learning 

Resource Center (fancy name for the library) which is in building 4, room 134.  Pooky’s Pantry is a free 

resource for Valencia students and offers non-perishable food items, hygiene items, socks, outside 

resource information, and local housing information.  Students must have a Valencia photo ID which is 

scanned upon entry and may select up to six items per day. 

 

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from 
the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably 
during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations 
based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.  The East Campus Office is located in Building 5, 
Room 216. 
 

Academic honesty: All students are expected to be in complete compliance with the college policy on 

academic honesty as set forth in the college catalog and the student handbook.  Cheating on an exam or 

any degree of plagiarism is zealously punished. 
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MYTHOLOGY 

Course Outline 
 

WEEK  I:  Introduction to Humanities; Introduction to Mythology [Popol Vuh (RG)] 

 

 II: The Creation Myths of Egypt & Mesopotamia [WM: 10-27, 36-47, 56-59 & 62 + uploads] 

 

 III: Creation Myths of the Hebrews [OER packet] 

 

 IV: Flood Myths [WM: “Flood Myths” – OER packet] 

 

 V:  Creation & Flood Myths from around the world [OER packet] 

 

 VI: Exam Celebration #1 – Film: The Ancient Near East; Introduction to Gilgamesh 

 

 VII: The Dawn of Humanity: tool-makers & myth-makers; Epic of Gilgamesh 

  [Essay: The Emergence of Mankind by Joseph Campbell (RG)] 

 

 VIII: Epic of Gilgamesh; Ecclesiastes (Old Testament) 

 

 IX: Exam Celebration #2 – Introduction to Classical Mythology 

 

 X: Classical Mythology and the Arts of the West [WM: “Greece” & “Rome”] 

 

 XI: The Afterlife of Greek Mythology: Rome, Italian Renaissance, and Beyond 

 

XII: Greek/Roman Mythology Mega-Quiz Celebration 

 

 XIII: Myth & Self: The Hero ~ Movie Week! 

 

 XIV: Folk & Fairy Tales [“Fairy Tales” – OER packet] 

 

 XV: Final Exam Celebration 
 

 
 

The instructor reserves the right to amend or alter the course outline during the semester.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to stay updated on changes announced in class.  This outline is only intended as 

a general overview of the course topics to give an indication of what will be explored in class.  Consult 

the course homepage in Canvas for details on assignments and due dates. 



On acquiring the course text… 

 

Course Text: World Mythology, Roy Willis, gen. ed. 

 

The only text you will need for this course is an encyclopedia of mythology and world cultures which has 

been in print for many years—thus, there are tons of used copies you can find online that will be much 

cheaper than the bookstore. 

 

There are two versions you will encounter: an older version (left) and a more recent version (right): 

 

                               
 

You can buy either one—one of them is not a revised edition of the other—they have the same 

contents between the covers.  The older blue cover book is printed in a larger format and is more pleasant 

to read, I think.  For the newer version, they merely shrunk the size of it to save money and slapped on a 

different cover.  You will find tons of both versions online so get it as cheaply as you can.  The newer 

version is usually the only one available through the Valencia bookstore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Valencia Policy on Academic Dishonesty: 6Hx28:10-16 
 

All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College.  Academic dishonesty 
includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, 

alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of 
identification with intent to defraud or deceive. 
 

All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students' individual 

thoughts, research, and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or 
organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged. 
 

Students shall take special notice that the assignment of course grades is the responsibility 
of the students' individual professor. When the professor has reason to believe that an act of 

academic dishonesty has occurred, and before sanctions are imposed, the student shall be 
given informal notice and an opportunity to be heard by the professor. Any student 

determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic 
dishonesty shall be liable to a range of academic penalties as determined by the professor 

which may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: loss of credit for an 
assignment, examination, or project; a reduction in the course grade; or a grade of "F" in the 

course. At the option of the professor, the campus provost may be furnished with written 
notification of the occurrence and the action taken. If such written notice 

is given, a copy shall be provided to the student. 
 

Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of academic dishonesty or repeated 
instances of academic dishonesty shall also be subject to administrative and/or disciplinary 

penalties which may include warning, probation, suspension and/or expulsion from the 
College. 

 

Valencia Student Code of Conduct: 6Hx28:10-03 
 

Classroom Behavior: Valencia College is dedicated to promoting honorable personal and 
social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes the responsibility for knowing and 

abiding by the rules articulated in the Student Code of Conduct (6Hx28:10-03). The instructor 
reserves the right to refer students who engage in activities that are disruptive to the learning 

environment to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action. The following list, though not 
exhaustive, includes things which are disruptive to the learning environment:  
 

Use of any electronic devices including but not restricted to: Cell phones, iPods, and laptop 
computers (documentation from OSD will be taken into consideration); Preparing homework 

for other courses during class; Engaging in private conversations with classmates while class 
is in session; Excessive tardiness; Leaving and re-entering the classroom while the class is in 

session. 
 

In addition, Valencia College strives to provide a drug-free learning environment for all those 
involved in the academic experience. Our policy is as follows:   
  

In compliance with the provisions of the Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, 
Valencia College will take such steps as are necessary in order to adopt and implement a program to 
prevent the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by Valencia College 
students or employees on college premises or as part of any college activity. 
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